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SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY AND BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
SIMONET MEET ON SHABA AND NATO ISSUES 

1 . BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SIMONET AND SECRETARY VANCE 
MET FOR AN HOUR ON MAY 29. SHABA WAS THE MAIN TOPIC. 

THE SECRETARY SAID UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM WOULD REPRESENT 
THE US AT THE JUNE 13-14 MEETING IN BRUSSELS, WHICH 
SIMONET WILL CHAIR, ON THE MOBUTU ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN. 
THE SECRETARY SAID THE US WOULD ALSO PARTICIPATE IN A 
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MEETING IN PARIS ON JUNE 5 ON SECURITY ASPECTS WHICH THE 
FRENCH ARE HOSTING AND TO WHICH THEY ALSO INTEND TO 
INVITE BELGIUM, THE FRG AND THE UK. SIMONET SAID IF 
INVITED BELGIUM WOULD ATTEND. THE SECRETARY RAISED 
SEVERAL NATO-RELATED DEFENSE ISSUES AT THE CLOSE OF THE 
MEETING SEEKING A GREATER BELGIAN CONTRIBUTION. SEE PARA 
12 FOR PARTICIPANTS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. SIMONET OPENED THE CONVERSATION BY THANKING THE US 
FOR ITS CONTRIBUTION WITHOUT WHICH THE SHABA RESCUE 
OPERATIONS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MOUNTED. HE RECALLED THE 
DISCUSSION OF ZAIRE AT THE SECRETARY'S LUNCH DURING PM 
TINDEMANS' VISIT IN OCTOBER. THE BELGIAN DIAGNOSIS OF 

THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE THEN. 
THERE IS NO WORKABLE ALTERNATIVE TO MOBUTU WITHOUT WHOM 
THERE WOULD BE TRIBAL WAR AND CHAOS. ATTACKS ON THE CEN- 
TRAL AUTHORITY COULD OCCUR IN OTHER PARTS OF ZAIRE AS 
WELL AS IN SHABA. SIMONET SAID THIS PROBLEM THUS BECAME 
TRYING TO IMPROVE THE MOBUTU REGIME. THERE WERE SOME 
ENCOURAGING SIGNS. MOBUTU'S SPEECH IN NOVEMBER CONTAINED 
A NUMBER OF SOUND ELEMENTS. (NOT TOO SURPRISINGLY. HE 
NOTED, CONSIDERING THAT MUCH OF IT WAS WRITTEN IN 
BRUSSELS). 

3. SIMONET SAID THERE WERE FOUR MAJOR ELEMENTS TO A 
RECOVERY PROGRAM FOR ZAIRE: A) MOBUTU MUST SURROUND HIM- 
SELF WITH GOOD PEOPLE WITH MANAGERIAL EXPERIENCE. AN 
OBVIOUS PROBLEM WAS THAT IF THEY WERE TOO GOOD THERE WAS 
A RISK THAT THEY WOULD HAVE AN EYE ON THE THRONE - OR 
MOBUTU WOULD THINK THEY DID. B) MOBUTU MUST ACCEPT THE 
IDEA THAT THE ECONOMY WOULD BE RUN BY OUTSIDERS: THE IMF 
ET AL - PERSONS FREE FROM DOMESTIC PRESSURES. C) 

MOBUTU MUST ACCEPT FORMALLY, AFTER SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS, 
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A REAL STABILIZATION PLAN. D) ZAIRE MUST UNDERGO A 
FUNDAMENTAL ECONOMIC CHANGE. IN THIS REGARD SIMONET SAID 
A REWORKED MOBUTU PLAN WAS THE LOGICAL BEGINNING. HE 
PLANNED TO HOST - AND CHAIR - A MEETING ON THE PLAN IN 
BRUSSELS ON JUNE 13-14. IT WAS IMPORTANT TO GO AHEAD 
WITH THE MEETING AS A SIGNAL THAT THE WEST WAS NOT DROP- 
PING ZAIRE. 

4. SIMONET SAID HE HAD FOUR OBJECTIVES: A) HE WOULD 

GO OVER THE SITUATION WITH BISENGHA, MOBUTU'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, AND A MAN WITH WHOM ONE CAN REASON: B) 
REVIEW THE SPECIFICS OF THE REVISED MOBUTU PLAN: C) GO 
OVER THE CONDITIONS THAT THE IMF AND THE BANK WILL LAY 
DOWN AND D) AGREE ON A TIMETABLE FOR THE NEXT SIX WEEKS 
OR SO LOOKING TOWARDS A SOLUTION BY ABOUT THE END OF 
JULY. IN REPLY TOUNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM'S QUESTION, FM 
S MONET SAID HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE A-MEETING OF POTENTIAL 
DONOR COUNTRIES PRIOR TO THE JUNE 13-14 MEETING AT WHICH 
ZAIRE WOULD BE REPRESENTED, BUT SOME CONSULTATIONS ON THE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS COULD BE CONCLUDED IN PARIS DURING THE 
SECURITY TALK. ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE NOTED MOBUTU 
WAS A MASTER OF THE DIVIDE AND CONQUER TACTIC AND WE MUST 
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BE CAREFUL TO CONSULT FULLY AMONG OURSELVES AT EVERY STEP 
AND REGARDING EACH REQUEST. FM SIMONET AGREED, 

MOBUTU WAS AN INEPT ECONOMIST, HE SAID, BUT A CLEVER 
POLITICIAN. 

5. FM SIMONET ASKED FOR THE SECRETARY'S ASSESSMENT OF 
THE SITUATION IN ZAIRE. REGARDING THE CUBAN ANGLE FM 
SIMONET SAID THAT HE WAS NOT VERY WELL INFORMED. WHILE 
HE BELIEVED THE CUBANS WERE INVOLVED IN THE TRAINING AND 
PROVIDED MATERIEL, IT WAS SIMPLISTIC TO LAY THE WHOLE 
BLAME FOR THE PROBLEM AT THEIR DOOR. THERE ARE FUNDA- 
MENTAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE DEEP RANCOR BETWEEN ANGOLA 
AND ZAIRE AND THE LARGE NUMBERS OF LUNDAS IN ANGOLA. 
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6. FM SIMONET SAID AS PART OF THE EFFORT TO GET AT 
ROOT CAUSES, HE HAD ACCEPTED ANGOLAN PRESIDENT NETO'S 
FORMAL INVITATION TO VISIT AND WOULD PROBABLY BE GOING 
IN SEPTEMBER DESPITE MOBUTU'S OPPOSITION. FM SIMONET 
SAID HIS CHEF DE CABINET, CAHEN, HAD A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE ANGOLANAMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS. 

7. THE SECRETARY SAID WE AGREED WITH SIMONET'S 
ANALYSIS OF CAUSES AND ISSUES. THE CUBANS DID HAVE A 
ROLE, BUT THE ROOT PROBLEMS ARE MORE FUNDAMENTAL. WE 
WILL BE REPRESENTED BY UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM AT THE 
JUNE 13 AND 14 MEETING. THE SECRETARY AGREED THAT A 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA WAS 
IMPORTANT AND IT WAS USEFUL TO KEEP THE LINES OPEN TO 

THE ANGOLANS. IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL TO KEEP IN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KAUNDA. 

8. THE SECRETARY SAID THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM, HOWEVER, 

WAS SECURITY. WE WERE IN TOUCH WITH THE FRENCH WHO PLAN 
TO INVITE BELGIUM, THE FRG, THE UK AND THE US TO PARIS 
JUNE 5 TO DISCUSS FUTURE PLANS. FOR EXAMPLE THERE IS 

A HOST OF QUESTIONS REGARDING THE MODALITIES OF ESTAB- 
LISHING AN INTER-AFRICAN FORCE INCLUDING WHAT KIND OF 
ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED, WHAT KIND OF DEFENSE FORCE COULD 
SUPPLY SUCH ASSISTANCE AND WHAT ROLE THE EUROPEANS AND 
THE US MIGHT PLAY IN HELPING COUNTRIES MAKING UP THE 
FORCE. WE MUST GET STARTED SOON. WE KNOW THE FRENCH 
AND THE BELGIANS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO LEAVE THEIR TROOPS 
IN PLACE FOR VERY LONG ALTHOUGH WE HOPE THE PULL OUT 
WILL BE DELAYED FOR A WHILE. PM SIMONET AGREED, SAYING 
THE BELGIAN TROOPS COULD ONLY STAY ANOTHER 18-22 DAYS. 

IF INVITED TO THE FRENCH MEETING, HE SAID, BELGIUM WOULD 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BE REPRESENTED. 

9. THE SECRETARY AND UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM ASKED WHAT 
WERE THE PROSPECTS OF THE FRENCH AND BELGIANS STAYING IN 
OR RETURNING TO ZAIRE TO OPERATE THE MINES. HOW SOON 

MIGHT THEY BE EXPECTED TO BE BACK IN OPERATION? FM 
SIMONET SAID IF THERE WAS ADEQUATE SECURITY THE EUROPEANS 
WOULD BE BACK: A WESTERN-BACKED INTER-AFRICAN FORCE 
WOULD CONSTITUTE ADEQUATE SECURITY IN THEIR EYES. ONCE 
THE TECHNICIANS WERE BACK IN PLACE IT WOULD NOT TAKE LONG 
TO GET THE MINES WORKING AGAIN BECAUSE NOT MUCH 
MACHINERY HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED. 

10. FM SIMONET POSED WHAT HE TERMED AN INDISCREET IF 
NOT RUDE QUESTION BY ASKING WHAT THE US EXPECTED TO GET 
OUT OF AFRICA. WAS IT ENOUGH FOR US TO BUILD UP THE 
ECONOMY OF AN AREA OR DID WE LOOK FOR SOMETHING MORE? 
THE SECRETARY ANSWERED THAT IN ADDITION TO A VIABLE 
ECONOMY WE SOUGHT SECURITY ADDING THAT IN THE SHABA 
REGION HE THOUGHT 2000 AFRICAN TROOPS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. THE SECRETARY ADDED THAT THE AFRICANS 
CAN RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS IF WE WILL HELP THEM. THAT 

IS WHY WE WANT TO KEEP IN PLACE ALL POSSIBLE LINKS TO 
ANGOLA. REGARDING THE ISOLATION OF ANGOLANS, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY MOOSE REMARKED THAT THE KATANGANS HAVE A 
SINGULAR PURPOSE: TO DISRUPT SHABA. THERE IS A SCHOOL 
OF THOUGHT THAT THEY ARE MORE APT TO BE SENT TO DO THAT IF 
NETO PERCEIVES THERE IS CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR UNITA. 

THIS SCHOOL WOULD ARGUE THAT SUPPORTING UNITA IS 
THUS COUNTER PRODUCTIVE. THE SECRETARY REMARKED THAT IN 
ANY CASE WE ARE PROHIBITED BY LAW FROM GETTING INTO THAT 
AREA. FM SIMONET SAID THAT BELGIUM DEALS WITH THE LEGAL 
GOVERNMENT AND WARNS MOBUTU TO BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT 
SUPPORT TO UNITA. THE LONG RANGE SOLUTION WILL HAVE 
TO INVOLVE STABILIZING THE ANGOLA/ZAIRE BORDER AND THAT 
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MUST BE DONE WITH NETO. THE SECRETARY AGREED. 

1 1 . IN CLOSING THE SECRETARY TURNED BRIEFLY TO NATO. 

HE NOTED THAT TRADITIONALLY BELGIUM HAD A GOOD DEFENSE 
RECORD WITH RECENT ANNUAL INCREASES IN DEFENSE 
SPENDING IN REAL TERMS RUNNING AT ABOUT 4 . THIS YEAR 
BELGIUM FELL BELOW 3 PERCENT AND THAT IS A CAUSE OF 
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CONCERN FOR US. WE ARE PARTICULARLY BOTHERED BY 
BELGIUM'S REFUSAL TO AGREE TO IMPROVING THE HAWK AIR 
DEFENSE BELT. THE DECISION NOT TO PERMIT WARTIME 
COLOCATION OF EUCOM IS ALSO DISTURBING. SIMONET 
REPLIED THAT BELGIUM WAS IN THE MIDST OF AN AGONIZING 
REAPPRAISAL OVER THE BUDGET. HE HAS HOPES FOR POSITIVE 
DECISIONS ON THE 3 PERCENT GOAL AND FOR THE HAWK BELT 
IMPROVEMENT BUT HE PERSONALLY HAD TURNED DOWN THE 
WARTIME COLOCATION PLAN BECAUSE HE FEARED TO TRY TO PUSH 
ON ALL THREE FRONTS WOULD OVERLOAD AN ALREADY FRAIL BOAT 
AND SINK ALL THREE PROGRAMS TOGETHER. 

12. PARTICIPANTS: PRESENT FOR THE US SIDE WERE THE 
SECRETARY; UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM; ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 
VEST AND MOOSE; AND NEWLIN, EUR/NE, NOTETAKER. THE 
BELGIANS WERE REPRESENTED BY FM SIMONET; ONKELINX OF 
HIS CABINET; VAN USSEL, PRESS SERVICE; AND DE MOUDT 
BELGIAN EMBASSY. 
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EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: XGDS1 

TAGS: PINT, BE, FR, UK, GW, CG 

SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY AND BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
SIMONET MEET ON SHABA AND NATO ISSUES 

1 . BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SIMONET AND SECRETARY VANCE 
MET FOR AN HOUR ON MAY 29. SHABA WAS THE MAIN TOPIC. 

THE SECRETARY SAID UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM WOULD REPRESENT 
THE US AT THE JUNE 13-14 MEETING IN BRUSSELS, WHICH 
SIMONET WILL CHAIR, ON THE MOBUTU ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN. 
THE SECRETARY SAID THE US WOULD ALSO PARTICIPATE IN A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MEETING IN PARIS ON JUNE 5 ON SECURITY ASPECTS WHICH THE 
FRENCH ARE HOSTING AND TO WHICH THEY ALSO INTEND TO 
INVITE BELGIUM. THE FRG AND THE UK. SIMONET SAID IF 
INVITED BELGIUM WOULD ATTEND. THE SECRETARY RAISED 
SEVERAL NATO-RELATED DEFENSE ISSUES AT THE CLOSE OF THE 
MEETING SEEKING A GREATER BELGIAN CONTRIBUTION. SEE PARA 
12 FOR PARTICIPANTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SIMONET OPENED THE CONVERSATION BY THANKING THE US 
FOR ITS CONTRIBUTION WITHOUT WHICH THE SHABA RESCUE 
OPERATIONS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MOUNTED. HE RECALLED THE 
DISCUSSION OF ZAIRE AT THE SECRETARY'S LUNCH DURING PM 
TINDEMANS' VISIT IN OCTOBER. THE BELGIAN DIAGNOSIS OF 

THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE THEN. 

THERE IS NO WORKABLE ALTERNATIVE TO MOBUTU WITHOUT WHOM 
THERE WOULD BE TRIBAL WAR AND CHAOS. ATTACKS ON THE CEN- 
TRAL AUTHORITY COULD OCCUR IN OTHER PARTS OF ZAIRE AS 
WELL AS IN SHABA. SIMONET SAID THIS PROBLEM THUS BECAME 
TRYING TO IMPROVE THE MOBUTU REGIME. THERE WERE SOME 
ENCOURAGING SIGNS. MOBUTU'S SPEECH IN NOVEMBER CONTAINED 
A NUMBER OF SOUND ELEMENTS. (NOT TOO SURPRISINGLY, HE 
NOTED, CONSIDERING THAT MUCH OF IT WAS WRITTEN IN 
BRUSSELS). 

3. SIMONET SAID THERE WERE FOUR MAJOR ELEMENTS TO A 
RECOVERY PROGRAM FOR ZAIRE: A) MOBUTU MUST SURROUND HIM- 
SELF WITH GOOD PEOPLE WITH MANAGERIAL EXPERIENCE. AN 
OBVIOUS PROBLEM WAS THAT IF THEY WERE TOO GOOD THERE WAS 
A RISK THAT THEY WOULD HAVE AN EYE ON THE THRONE - OR 
MOBUTU WOULD THINK THEY DID. B) MOBUTU MUST ACCEPT THE 
IDEA THAT THE ECONOMY WOULD BE RUN BY OUTSIDERS: THE IMF 
ET AL - PERSONS FREE FROM DOMESTIC PRESSURES. C) 

MOBUTU MUST ACCEPT FORMALLY, AFTER SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS, 
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A REAL STABILIZATION PLAN. D) ZAIRE MUST UNDERGO A 
FUNDAMENTAL ECONOMIC CHANGE. IN THIS REGARD SIMONET SAID 
A REWORKED MOBUTU PLAN WAS THE LOGICAL BEGINNING. HE 
PLANNED TO HOST - AND CHAIR - A MEETING ON THE PLAN IN 
BRUSSELS ON JUNE 13-14. IT WAS IMPORTANT TO GO AHEAD 
WITH THE MEETING AS A SIGNAL THAT THE WEST WAS NOT DROP- 
PING ZAIRE. 

4. SIMONET SAID HE HAD FOUR OBJECTIVES: A) HE WOULD 

GO OVER THE SITUATION WITH BISENGHA, MOBUTU'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE. AND A MAN WITH WHOM ONE CAN REASON: B) 
REVIEW THE SPECIFICS OF THE REVISED MOBUTU PLAN: C) GO 
OVER THE CONDITIONS THAT THE IMF AND THE BANK WILL LAY 
DOWN AND D) AGREE ON A TIMETABLE FOR THE NEXT SIX WEEKS 
OR SO LOOKING TOWARDS A SOLUTION BY ABOUT THE END OF 
JULY. IN REPLY TOUNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM'S QUESTION. FM 
S MONET SAID HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE A-MEETING OF POTENTIAL 
DONOR COUNTRIES PRIOR TO THE JUNE 13-14 MEETING AT WHICH 
ZAIRE WOULD BE REPRESENTED, BUT SOME CONSULTATIONS ON THE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS COULD BE CONCLUDED IN PARIS DURING THE 
SECURITY TALK. ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE NOTED MOBUTU 
WAS A MASTER OF THE DIVIDE AND CONQUER TACTIC AND WE MUST 
BE CAREFUL TO CONSULT FULLY AMONG OURSELVES AT EVERY STEP 
AND REGARDING EACH REQUEST. FM SIMONET AGREED, 

MOBUTU WAS AN INEPT ECONOMIST. HE SAID. BUT A CLEVER 
POLITICIAN. 

5. FM SIMONET ASKED FOR THE SECRETARY'S ASSESSMENT OF 
THE SITUATION IN ZAIRE. REGARDING THE CUBAN ANGLE FM 
SIMONET SAID THAT HE WAS NOT VERY WELL INFORMED. WHILE 
HE BELIEVED THE CUBANS WERE INVOLVED IN THE TRAINING AND 
PROVIDED MATERIEL, IT WAS SIMPLISTIC TO LAY THE WHOLE 
BLAME FOR THE PROBLEM AT THEIR DOOR. THERE ARE FUNDA- 
MENTAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE DEEP RANCOR BETWEEN ANGOLA 
AND ZAIRE AND THE LARGE NUMBERS OF LUNDAS IN ANGOLA. 
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6. FM SIMONET SAID AS PART OF THE EFFORT TO GET AT 
ROOT CAUSES, HE HAD ACCEPTED ANGOLAN PRESIDENT NETO'S 
FORMAL INVITATION TO VISIT AND WOULD PROBABLY BE GOING 
IN SEPTEMBER DESPITE MOBUTU'S OPPOSITION. FM SIMONET 
SAID HIS CHEF DE CABINET, CAHEN, HAD A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
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WITH THE ANGOLANAMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS. 

7. THE SECRETARY SAID WE AGREED WITH SIMONET'S 
ANALYSIS OF CAUSES AND ISSUES. THE CUBANS DID HAVE A 
ROLE, BUT THE ROOT PROBLEMS ARE MORE FUNDAMENTAL. WE 
WILL BE REPRESENTED BY UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM AT THE 
JUNE 13 AND 14 MEETING. THE SECRETARY AGREED THAT A 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA WAS 
IMPORTANT AND IT WAS USEFUL TO KEEP THE LINES OPEN TO 

THE ANGOLANS. IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL TO KEEP IN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KAUNDA. 

8. THE SECRETARY SAID THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM, HOWEVER. 

WAS SECURITY. WE WERE IN TOUCH WITH THE FRENCH WHO PLAN 
TO INVITE BELGIUM, THE FRG, THE UK AND THE US TO PARIS 
JUNE 5 TO DISCUSS FUTURE PLANS. FOR EXAMPLE THERE IS 

A HOST OF QUESTIONS REGARDING THE MODALITIES OF ESTAB- 
LISHING AN INTER-AFRICAN FORCE INCLUDING WHAT KIND OF 
ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED, WHAT KIND OF DEFENSE FORCE COULD 
SUPPLY SUCH ASSISTANCE AND WHAT ROLE THE EUROPEANS AND 
THE US MIGHT PLAY IN HELPING COUNTRIES MAKING UP THE 
FORCE. WE MUST GET STARTED SOON. WE KNOW THE FRENCH 
AND THE BELGIANS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO LEAVE THEIR TROOPS 
IN PLACE FOR VERY LONG ALTHOUGH WE HOPE THE PULL OUT 
WILL BE DELAYED FOR A WHILE. PM SIMONET AGREED, SAYING 
THE BELGIAN TROOPS COULD ONLY STAY ANOTHER 18-22 DAYS. 

IF INVITED TO THE FRENCH MEETING, HE SAID, BELGIUM WOULD 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BE REPRESENTED. 

9. THE SECRETARY AND UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM ASKED WHAT 
WERE THE PROSPECTS OF THE FRENCH AND BELGIANS STAYING IN 
OR RETURNING TO ZAIRE TO OPERATE THE MINES. HOW SOON 

MIGHT THEY BE EXPECTED TO BE BACK IN OPERATION? FM 
SIMONET SAID IF THERE WAS ADEQUATE SECURITY THE EUROPEANS 
WOULD BE BACK: A WESTERN-BACKED INTER-AFRICAN FORCE 
WOULD CONSTITUTE ADEQUATE SECURITY IN THEIR EYES. ONCE 
THE TECHNICIANS WERE BACK IN PLACE IT WOULD NOT TAKE LONG 
TO GET THE MINES WORKING AGAIN BECAUSE NOT MUCH 
MACHINERY HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED. 

10. FM SIMONET POSED WHAT HE TERMED AN INDISCREET IF 
NOT RUDE QUESTION BY ASKING WHAT THE US EXPECTED TO GET 
OUT OF AFRICA. WAS IT ENOUGH FOR US TO BUILD UP THE 
ECONOMY OF AN AREA OR DID WE LOOK FOR SOMETHING MORE? 
THE SECRETARY ANSWERED THAT IN ADDITION TO A VIABLE 
ECONOMY WE SOUGHT SECURITY ADDING THAT IN THE SHABA 
REGION HE THOUGHT 2000 AFRICAN TROOPS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT 
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FOR THAT PURPOSE. THE SECRETARY ADDED THAT THE AFRICANS 
CAN RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS IF WE WILL HELP THEM. THAT 
IS WHY WE WANT TO KEEP IN PLACE ALL POSSIBLE LINKS TO 
ANGOLA. REGARDING THE ISOLATION OF ANGOLANS, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY MOOSE REMARKED THAT THE KATANGANS HAVE A 
SINGULAR PURPOSE: TO DISRUPT SHABA. THERE IS A SCHOOL 
OF THOUGHT THAT THEY ARE MORE APT TO BE SENT TO DO THAT IF 
NETO PERCEIVES THERE IS CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR UNITA. 

THIS SCHOOL WOULD ARGUE THAT SUPPORTING UNITA IS 
THUS COUNTER PRODUCTIVE. THE SECRETARY REMARKED THAT IN 
ANY CASE WE ARE PROHIBITED BY LAW FROM GETTING INTO THAT 
AREA. FM SIMONET SAID THAT BELGIUM DEALS WITH THE LEGAL 
GOVERNMENT AND WARNS MOBUTU TO BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT 
SUPPORT TO UNITA. THE LONG RANGE SOLUTION WILL HAVE 
TO INVOLVE STABILIZING THE ANGOLA/ZAIRE BORDER AND THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MUST BE DONE WITH NETO. THE SECRETARY AGREED. 

1 1 . IN CLOSING THE SECRETARY TURNED BRIEFLY TO NATO. 

HE NOTED THAT TRADITIONALLY BELGIUM HAD A GOOD DEFENSE 
RECORD WITH RECENT ANNUAL INCREASES IN DEFENSE 
SPENDING IN REAL TERMS RUNNING AT ABOUT 4 . THIS YEAR 
BELGIUM FELL BELOW 3 PERCENT AND THAT IS A CAUSE OF 
CONCERN FOR US. WE ARE PARTICULARLY BOTHERED BY 
BELGIUM'S REFUSAL TO AGREE TO IMPROVING THE HAWK AIR 
DEFENSE BELT. THE DECISION NOT TO PERMIT WARTIME 
COLOCATION OF EUCOM IS ALSO DISTURBING. SIMONET 
REPLIED THAT BELGIUM WAS IN THE MIDST OF AN AGONIZING 
REAPPRAISAL OVER THE BUDGET. HE HAS HOPES FOR POSITIVE 
DECISIONS ON THE 3 PERCENT GOAL AND FOR THE HAWK BELT 
IMPROVEMENT BUT HE PERSONALLY HAD TURNED DOWN THE 
WARTIME COLOCATION PLAN BECAUSE HE FEARED TO TRY TO PUSH 
ON ALL THREE FRONTS WOULD OVERLOAD AN ALREADY FRAIL BOAT 
AND SINK ALL THREE PROGRAMS TOGETHER. 

12. PARTICIPANTS: PRESENT FOR THE US SIDE WERE THE 
SECRETARY; UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM; ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 
VEST AND MOOSE; AND NEWLIN, EUR/NE, NOTETAKER. THE 
BELGIANS WERE REPRESENTED BY FM SIMONET; ONKELINX OF 

HIS CABINET; VAN USSEL, PRESS SERVICE; AND DE MOUDT 
BELGIAN EMBASSY. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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